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Abstract: 

Som e key r esults arising out of the research underway at the Institute of Micr ofin a n ce (In M)  

r elate to the nexus between h ealth, gender and microfinance. […]For example, on gen der ,  it  is 

seen  that (i) women have a significantly higher rate of morbidity  than men, though (ii) neith er  

th e gender of the patient nor the gender of the h ousehold head mattered in the choice to seek a  

for mal provider (as opposed to informal). Ev en then, (iii)  illn esses ex per ien ced by  fem a le 

m embers lead to lower total out-of-pocket payments (OOPP) than for males. It  is furth er  seen  

th at (iv) in financing OOP costs incurred on beha lf of fem a le  pa t ien ts,  less u se is m a de of  

bu rdensome means of coping (namely, additional borrowing and asset sales) v is-à -v is m a les.  

In stead households r ely more on  cu r r en t  in com e a n d u t ilize a v a ila ble  sa v in g  for  th is  

pu r pose […] There appear few studies that have data of sufficient depth to reflect on these 

nuances of microfinance delivery. These findings appear worthy of further analysis in the 

context of wider datasets, not necessarily focused on GB. 
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