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Abstract:

Som ekey results arising outof the research underway at the Institute of Microfinance (InM)
relate to the nexusbetween h ealth, gender and microfinance. [...]JFor example, on gender, it is
seen that (i) women have a significantly higher rate of morbidity than men, though (ii) neither
the gender of the patient nor the gender of the h ousehold head mattered in the choiceto seek a
formal provider (as opposed to informal). Eventhen, (iii) illnesses experienced by female
m emberslead to lowertotal out-of-pocket payments (OOPP) than for males. It is further seen
that (iv) in financing OOP costsincurred on behalf of fem ale patients, less use is made of
burdensome meansof coping (namely, additional borrowingand asset sales) vis-a-vis m ales.
Instead householdsrely more on current income and utilize available saving for this
purpose [...] There appear few studies that have data of sufficient depth to reflect on these
nuances of microfinance delivery. These findings appear worthy of further analysis in the
context of wider datasets, not necessarily focused on GB.
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